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John Ostler drives Engine 3601 into the statiorttierVintage Car Club event on Boxing Day.

Annual General Meeting
Jan 2, 2008
7:30 pm
Rainbow Creek Station

120 North Willingdon Ave
Burnaby, BC




Page 2

The Whistle is published monthly
by the British Columbia Society of
Model Engineers. Contents are

© copyright by BCSME and
individual contributors.

Address & Track Site:

Rainbow Creek Station

120 North Willingdon Avenue
Burnaby, BC, Canada V5C 6K1
Telephone : 604-291-0922

The opinions expressed in The
Whistle are those of the individual

contributors, and do not necessarily

January 2008

BCSME Executive:

President ........cccccceeeeeiiiiiiiinnn, Kdakowich ................... 604-299-5655

Vice President .........ccccvvveeeeeennns JOIstle ..., 604-926-8454
Past President ............ccccvvvveennnn. DBagh .......cccccveeeeennnns 604-420-0404
SECIetary .....cccceeeeeiiieieieeeeeee e seaurence ................... 604-939-1547
TreaSUIer .......ccevveeeeiiiiiiiieeeeeeenn BFWVIISON oo, 604-871-9141
Railway BUSINESS .........cccevvvvvennnes Barriea&am .................... 604-435-9802

Tom Pruden.................. 604-273-5760
Sdd#razzuol 604-421-3198
Linds&cDonnell 604-420-1778

Monthly meetingsare held the first Wednesday of each month
(unless it is a public holiday), usually at 7:30 pm at Bain Creek Station.

Operations & Maintenance
Projects & Site
Social Activities

Executive meetingsare usually held on the last Wednesday of the month,
at 7:30 pm at Rainbow Creek Station.
Members are welcome at executive meetings.

represent BCSME policy.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Wednesday 2 January, 7:30 pm at Rainbow CregK

Station, 120 North Willingdon Ave, Burnaby, BC.

FROSTBITE RUN

Sunday 6 January, 10 am to 3:30 pm. Come let ofieso
steam in the New Year! Hot drinks and nibblieshe t

warm station.

ANNUAL AUCTION
Wednesday 5 March, 7:30 pm.
ANNUAL MODEL CONTEST

Issue Month| Deadline | |Issue Month| Deadline
Feb 2008 | 28 Jan 2008 | Jul 2008 | 23 Jun 2008
Mar 2008 | 25 Feb 2008 | Aug 2008 | 28 Jul 2008
Apr 2008 |24 Mar 2008 | Sep 2008 |25 Aug 2008
May 2008 |28 Apr 2008 | Oct 2008 | 22 Sep 2008
Jun 2008 |26 May 2008 Nov 2008 | 27 Oct 2008

The Editor

Wednesday 7 May, 7:30 pm.

2008 MEETS
Easter Meet: March 21, 22, 23, 24.
Spring Meet: May 17, 18, 19.
Annual Meet: July 5, 6.
Train Festival Meet: August 8, 9, 10.

Additionally, we will have a Thanksgiving run on
October 11, 12, 13.

Public Running: We are open for the public every
weekend and public holiday from Easter td
Thanksgiving from 11 amto 5 pm.

Engine 3601 steaming up outside the car barn.
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appy New Year and all the best in the season pot on and a warm lunch in the station. | intend to besther
ahead. We've great expectations again for this and | hope many others will be as well.

=== Year and based on the last year, there’s no doubt
we’re going to have a glorious running season.

At a date to be announced, there will again be a Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner for the members that came out a
The run at Santa Train at the mall was a big success. Weworked at the mall. This is for all the divers, assistants,
came very close to the best year ever, but because I'mand those that help with setup and take down.

writing before the last day, | can’t say for sure the total
We managed to complete without incident and that is due
in no small part to all the volunteers that assist with th
running.

Easter will be almost as early as possible this coming year,
so we will have to get to work early this spring to make

sure the track is in top shape for the opening. The work
done by the shop crew this past year to keep the rolling
We've had a couple of snowy days early in December, stock running has been very good and | know that
with the club engines either at the mall or undergoing equipment will be perfect come opening day.

some maintenance, private engines were the stars of the
show. | was unable to be a part of the snow fest, but |

understand some members did get a chance to muck about.

Best of the season and will see you at the AGM.

In a few days time we will be having our traditional New

Years Eve Party. | expect a good turnout and am
personally looking forward to it again this year. This event .
is thanks in large part to the efforts of Tom PrudenHer t B.C.S.M.E. Life Member :

organizing space, and Janet Klakowich and Catherineyartin Rogers has been made a Life Member of our club.
MCdDomﬁ" f?[;] coo:r(]jlr:ar;[|r}g ;[he dli?n?rr]._ Thagks”tt(;] thetrr? It was announced at the December meeting. Martin has
and afl the others that help 1o make this and all the 0fN€lheen a member since 1975 when we first opened our track

club social events happen. at Burnaby’s Heritage Village. He has contributed in many

The first big event of the new year is the Annual General\yays to our club, and especially with vital help when we
Meeting. This is the meeting that tells us what we have.c4ed it the most in building the existing track.

accomplished over the past year, where we are at the
present time and where we are going. It is important thatThe “Rogers” bridge was acquired by Martin from a movie
we all take stock of what is important for the club and take set on Bowen Island and barged across to the foot of
an active part in the preparations for the future. The Penzance and trucked up to our track at no cost to the club.
election of officers is a very important event in the The big Lodge & Shipley lathe in our shop was a donation
preparations for the next years operations and sets thgnq the loan of Martin’s portable gasoline welder for a

direction for the club. couple of years, was invaluable around the track.
The annual Frost Bite Meet will be on the 6th of January
2008. The long range weather forecast is for snowy
weather. It'll no doubt be a good day to have the coffee

He has for many years looked after and building up our
magazine section of our library. Martin built his own track
on Bowen Island and has invited members and guests
every year to run on his unique forest railway in the rain
forest. He has been such a booster of our club over the
years, the club has decided to honour his dedication to our
hobby by making him a Life Member. Congratulations!

B.C.S.M.E. Member of the Year :

Edwin Bussey,our editor and tireless workshop and steam
loco engineer was given the honour for 2007, by the
executive. Edwin has quietly put in much effort, more than
most, to make our club run well, and the trains, especially
the steam locos, run well. Congratulations, Edwin on being
such a helpful member.

John Ostler heads off around Car Barn Hill on 3601.
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appy railroading in the New Year everyone. Hop oversized for our very narrow gauge, that we have to make

aboard for another run. The Frostbite Meet is it as difficult as possible to tip a car on its side witb t

just ahead on Sunday th®, 6or those who don’t ensuing damage to limbs and skin. Our cars have cut down
want to sit around inside all winter. Who knows what the on that hugely and we have had 6 years with no accident
weather-person may conjure up for us, but a few inches of claims. The ride astride cars also are a very efficient way
white fluffy snow would be ideal and give us a chance to of carrying people as 6 or 7 passengers can sit on one, and
try out the Art Sutcliffe, CPR snowplow again. Tom a 5-car train we run all the time, can have 35 fare paying
Pruden and Eivind Luffe have been preparing the nose of passengers. A Greyhound bus only has about 48 seats. We
the plow to handle the white stuff and maybe we’ll need it. can also put advertisements on their sides to raise funds or
Whatever the weather, come on out to meet the membersacknowledge help from companies.

again. After this we won't be running until Easter at The other big attribute is that the car is comfortable to ride
March 21. on, with tracks that are increasing in length, and often
The AGM is in a few days and we hope there will be some carry riders for a mile or more. When Ken built the first
competition for positions, such as President. We have plywood body, we wondered how it would stand up over
achieved a lot over the years that Ken Klakowich has been the years. We agreed that if we got ten years out of the
at the throttle, and he has been a catalyst to push aheadody, we could easily and cheaply replace it. That was 13
with many improvements, especially to the station area years ago. That car is still in very good condition, and we
and car barn, workshop, fuel shed and east interchangehave carried over 350,000 passengers at our park track and
track. Whilst the job isn’t the easiest, as you can't please possibly 200,000 at the Lougheed Mall Christmas train.

everyone, it is vitally important that we have good  tpq Majl run has been very successful again this year, and
decisive leadership. Members, when they look back, our attraction has not diminished in all those 10 years. |

reall.ze that our club has made great_strldes, and_ _Ken hasexpect we will have higher returns through the donation
put in many hours on our behalf to give us a facility that box this year, as the economy is good. | get great
we can all be proud of. Thanks Ken. Another term? satisfaction in seeing how well our members carry out the
Back in 1994 we rolled out our first ride astride car train running and interfacing with the public. The PR is

(straddle or bulkhead car). Ken Klakowich built a body excellent and increases our ridership at the park track from
out of plywood mainly, and Dave Watt helped me Easter. It is also a wonderful way to make many young
assemble the trucks | designed and made the pattern for. lones Christmas, that much more memorable and exciting.
have since drawn up using a CAD program (Vellum), the That's what makes it so rewarding.

set of construction plans for the body and the trucks. |
wrote an article on the cars, after minor modifications
were made to the following 9 cars. Modeltec wrote it up in
2001. | remember watching a video Eivind Luffe showed
at the club, of 7 1/4"g. trains in Denmark, that he had
filmed, and realized how remarkably similar their cars
were to ours. Many other clubs around the world have
picked up on the design.

Happy steaming in the New Year,

Trevor Heath asked if he could put the car body drawings
on his web-site www.livesteaming.conso | forwarded
them. The other day he remarked how he had over 800
hits on the drawings. | am very pleased to see other cluQ
going for this type of car for the public as it is vi@aldur
hobby that we have as few people hurt in accidents as
possible. Any claims made by the public can cost us al
higher insurance rates and bring the safety bureaucrats out This vintage Cadillac was part of the
to mandate rules we may not agree with. Whilst | wish Vintage Car Club Event on Boxing Day.
totally scale cars could be used, our human bodies are so

n O




